
Derby High School NMSi Grant and AP Results

In the spring of 2016 Derby Public Schools received a three-year grant from the National Math and Science 
Initiative (NMSi) in the amount of $1.7 million dollars. The purpose of this grant is to increase enrollment in AP 
courses in math, science, and English and to increase the success of students on those AP exams. The grant 
pays half the exam fees for students in those courses and rewards students with $100 for every qualifying score 
they earn in math, science, and English. 

In addition to helping pay exam fees and rewarding students, NMSi also provides extensive training for teachers. 
Each AP teacher has attended an intensive week long summer training during the last two summers as well as a 
two day training in the fall and a one day training in the spring. NMSi provides mentors for AP teachers to 
support them as they work with students in these rigorous courses.

The grant provides for additional support for both students and teachers in the form of Saturday Study Sessions. 
Teachers from other schools come in on various Saturdays to teach our students and teachers specific topics 
for their AP classes. These supports have shown to have a great effect at DHS based on the AP exam scores 
from May of 2017. Enrollment in AP courses at DHS has increased over 200% in two years. We have added AP 
courses in Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and Computer Science Principles. Sixty-five DHS students took 109 
exams in 12 different subjects last May. 60.3% of students earn qualifying scores on AP exams nationwide. 
66.2% of Derby High School students earned qualifying scores on their exams last May. Over the last five years, 
DHS has seen an increase of over 80% in the number of students earning qualifying scores.

We have a lot to celebrate at DHS with the NMSi grant. At the first pep assembly of the year, students were 
recognized for their performance on AP exams. Forty DHS students were awarded a total of $5,900 for their 
qualifying scores on AP exams. Colleges and universities across the country award credit to students for earning 
qualifying scores on AP exams. This gives students a head start on earning college credit, saving them time and 
tuition in college. 

Marissa Stuckey, a 2017 DHS graduate, took four AP exams during high school and earned qualifying scores 
on each of those exams. She is attending Tulane University in New Orleans where the twelve college hours of 
credit she earned through Advanced Placement tests equates to $23,000 in tuition savings. As another example, 
Skyler Sprecker, a senior this year, has already earned college credit for five AP courses. He is enrolled in three 
more AP courses this year. At the University of Oklahoma, one of his college considerations, this will mean he 
has earned 24 college hours of credit and saved $18,240 in tuition and fees.
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News Release

The mission of Derby Public Schools is to create a tomorrow that is better than today by ensuring all students continually grow
and learn. Our vision is that every student, every day, is preparing for the future.
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